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“The Lord’s Arm is the Gospel, 

the Power of God unto Salvation.” 

The LORD hath made bare his holy arm in the eye so f all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

Isaiah 52:10.
Introduction.


What is the Arm of the Lord?  The Arm of the Lord is the Gospel, namely, God’s Word and Sacraments.


Through the Gospel we see that God Pressed His Almighty Power and Majesty into the Salvation of men through the Passion of Christ.  Christ who is True Man but also True God pressed His Almighty Power not into man’s condemnation but into His Salvation.


The revelation of this Magnificent Work for men gives men a clear conscience toward God and cheers their hearts.  This revelation of Christ’s Birth for them convinces them God is for their salvation and for them in all circumstances.  No greater gift could one receive on Christmas than to know that God is for you in all circumstances, for all  time,  forever.


The Lord’s Arm is the Gospel, the Power of God unto Salivation.

I.  Christ, the Angel of the Lord, Pressed His Almighty Power into the Salvation of Men.
A.  Christ is the Angel of the Lord.


What is God’s Holy Arm?  God’s Holy Arm is the Angel of the Lord, namely, the Son of God, and His Word.  When we consider the hosts of angels on Christmas, we must remember that their Captain is Jesus Christ, the Babe born in Bethlehem and lying in a manger.  We see from Moses that the Angel of the Lord
 is the Son of God.  In The Abiding Word we read:

Jesus appears as God on the pages of the Old Testament.  He reveals Himself under such titles as “the Angel of the Lord,” “Jehovah,” “Lord,” etc.  Whenever in the Old Testament the name “Lord” occurs, it is pre-eminently not the Father, nor the Holy Spirit, but the Son of God.  Ex. 13:21  Moses writes of the Israelites in the wilderness:  “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light.”  Who is this “Lord”?  Ch. 14:19 He is called “the Angel of God,” which is a well-known appellation of Jesus in the Old Testament.  Here the Angel of God is directly termed “Lord.”  All doubt is removed by Paul (I Cor. 10:3-4):  “Our fathers did all eat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them; and that Rock was Christ.” ... Which person of the Godhead summoned Moses to the summit of Mount Sinai and gave him the two tables of the Law?  Again it was the Son of God.  The evidence is presented in the Ascension Psalm 68; vv. 7-8, and 17-18.  And all doubt is excluded by Heb. 12:18-26, especially v. 24. ... Luther writes:  “The God who led Israel out of Egypt and through the Red Sea; who went before them in a pillar of a cloud and of fire; who nourished them with bread from heaven and did all the miracles which Moses relates in his books; again, who brought them into the land of Canaan and gave them kings and the priesthood and everything, is this God and none other than Jesus of Nazareth, Mary’s, the Virgin’s, Son, whom  we Christians call our God and Lord ... .  Again, He it is who on Mountain Sinai gives Moses the Ten Commandments ... Yes, Jesus of Nazareth, who died for us on the cross is the God who says in the First Commandment:  ‘I, the Lord, am thy God.’ ... .” So then, the same God on Sinai and Calvary.  What comfort for the believers!  Now the flames of Sinai can no longer fill us with terror.  Indeed, we daily transgress the holy Law of Sinai, but we break through its condemnation and flee to the Redeemer on Calvary, who Himself fulfilled the Law for us and paid its penalty.
 


The Same Angel who delivered the people of Israel from the tyranny of Egypt is also the Angel born in Bethlehem who delivers from sin and brings peace on earth good will toward men from God our Creator.

B.  The Angel of the Lord born in Bethlehem presses His Divine Majesty and Power into the Salvation of men.  


The defeat of the world power Egypt and the husbanding of the nation of Israel to the Promised Land shows to us the Power of the Angel of the Lord, namely, Jesus of Nazareth.  This Same Angel of the Lord who commands the hosts (armies)
 of heaven
 commands them to sheath their swords from His manger in Bethlehem and rather become preachers of the Gospel.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.  And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:  and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not:  for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angels a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.


These heavenly hosts or armies had sheathed their swords and become preachers of the Gospel in Service to men fallen in sin.  Indeed, the shepherds were scared to death because of the holiness and prowess of the heavenly hosts, but they had sheathed their swords and did not carry out the punishment of men for their sins.  Rather, they, at the behest of their Commander, the Angel of the Lord and the Captain of the Heavenly Hosts lying in the manger in Bethlehem, commanded them to sheath their swords and proclaim the Gospel.


The Gospel is that the Captain of the Heavenly Hosts, i.e., the Angel of the Lord, pressed His Almighty Power, so dramatically and vividly exhibited in the defeat of the Egyptian world power, not into the condemnation of sinners but into their Salvation.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And suddenly there was with the angles a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.


The Angel of the Lord, the Babe in the manger in Bethlehem, brings peace and good will from God toward all men because He Atones for the sins of all men by His Passion.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures ... .

II.  The Arm of the Lord is the Gospel.

A.  The Gospel reveals the Christ’s Work to save men from their sins.

This Fabulous Work of the Angel of the Lord God reveals through the Gospel.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith:  as it is written, The just shall live by faith.


The Gospel reveals to men that the Almighty Angel of the Lord pressed His Almighty Power not into the condemnation of men but into their Service to deliver from sin.  This Blessed Knowledge of the Gospel clears the consciences of men and cheers their hearts, inclining them to love God again and gain all His Blessings.  The Apostle St. Peter writes that this Blessed Knowledge of the Work of the Angel of the Lord Incarnate clears mens conscience toward God regarding their sins:

The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
 toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ... .
 


Knowing now that we enjoy the Good Graces of God’s Inexhaustible Love and Riches through Absolution of all sin for Christ’s Sake cheers the hearts of men and is obviously the Indefatigable Source of Christmas Cheer.  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed:  and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee.


Because the Gospel reveals the Blessed Work of the Almighty Angel of the Lord, Jesus of Nazareth, to deliver from sin, it clears the conscience of men, cheers their hearts, and saves.


B. The Gospel gives to men the Gift of life eternal.


Through the Gospel, we gain the Incalculable Gift of Christmas:  Life Eternal and the Resurrection of the Body through Christ, the Angel of the Lord:

But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not b works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed onus abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.


 Through the Gospel God is always with and for us.  Consequently, from henceforth, in the Gospel, every day is Christmas, brimming with gifts without peer and inestimable treasures rich that cheer our hearts forever stretching into eternity.

Conclusion.


Christmas reminds us that the endless riches of gifts and cheer are the norm in God’s Kingdom and not the poverty of the kingdom of the devil we experience in this life because of sin.  God gives endless and unlimited gifts.  Sin cut that short.  Christ, the Almighty Angel of the Lord, for our sakes became Man and suffered the consequences of our sin and endured our poverty to reverse that dreadful barrenness and to restore us life and to restore life more abundantly.


This Tremendous Gift Christ gives us through the Gift of God of Holy Baptism, the Gospel.  Through Holy Baptism we gain all the Gifts of Heaven, including God Himself, the Source of all good gifts, life everlasting and the resurrection of the body on the Last Day when Christ returns again in glory.











Amen.
	�“But let us speak of the word liturgy.  This word does not properly signify a sacrifice, but rather the public ministry, and agrees aptly with our belief, namely, that one minister who consecrates tenders the body and blood of the Lord to the rest of the people, just as one minister who preaches tenders the Gospel to the people, as Paul says, I Cor. 4, 1:  Let a man so account of us as the ministers of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God, i.e. of the Gospel and the Sacraments.  And 2 Cor. 5, 20:  We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we pray you in God’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.  Thus the term leitourgia agrees aptly with the ministry.”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article XXIV. (XII.):  Of the Mass, Of the Term Mass.80, 81, Triglotta, p. 411.





	�“Angel of the Lord. The special, uncreated Angel of the Old Testament, the Son of God as He appeared to the believers of the Old Testament upon various occasions. The Angel of the Lord, we are told, appeared to Hagar in the wilderness, Gen. 1C, 7 ff.; later again, Gen. 21, 17; in company with two created angels He visits Abraham in Mamre and also rescues Lot from Sodom, Gen. 18 and 19; He appears to Abraham as he is about to sacrifice Isaac, Gen. 22, 11; to Jacob at Bethel, Gen. 31, 11-13; cf. 28, 10 ft'.; Jacob wrestles with Him at IVniel, Gen. 32, 24 (cf. HOB. 12, 35) ; Jacob asks Him to bless the sons of Joseph,Gen. 48, 16; He appears to Moses in the burning bush, Ex. 3; goes before the camp of Israel, Ex. 14, 19; God warns Israel not to provoke Him, Kx. 23, 20 1; is again promised to Israel after they had committed idolatry with the golden calf, Ex. 32, 34; 33, 112; leads them to Kadesh, Num. 20, 1C; appears to Balaam, Num. 22, 22 ff.; appears to Joshua as the Captain of the Lord's host, Josh. 5:13-6:2; comes to Bochim, Judg. 2, 1-4;tells Israel to curse Meroz, Judg. 5, 23; appears to Gideon, Judg. 6, 11; to Manoah and his wife, Judg. 13, 2ff.; His name is used in a proverbial expression, 1 Sam. 29, 9; 2 Sam. 14, 17. 20; 19, 27; when David had numbered Israel, the Angel of the Lord stretched His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, 2 Sam. 24, 16 ff.; 1 Chron. 22, 15-30; He appears to Elijah under the juniper tree, 1 Kings 19, 57; sends Elijah to Ahaziah, 2 Kings 1, 1-13; smites 185,000 Assyrians, 2 Kings 19,35; 2 Chron. 32,21;Is. 37, 36; David mentions Him, Ps. 34,7; 35, 6; Isaiah calls Him the Angel of God's presence, Is. 63, 9; He appears to Zechariah, who mentions His name, 1, 8ff.; 3, 1 ff. ; 12, 8; and Malachi calls Him the Messenger, or Angel, of the Covenant, Mal 3, 1.” Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 22, s.v. “Angel of the Lord”.  


	�The Rev. Louis E. Roehm, The Abiding Word, Vol. 1, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1946, pp. 20, 21.


	�“Hosts” means armies, namely, heavenly armies.  The word used in St. Luke 2:13 is the Greek word stratias, which means “armies”.  


	�“And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand:  and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?  And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of  the LORD am I now come.  And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?  And the captain of the LORD’S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy [cf. Exodus 3:5].  And Joshua did so.”  Joshua 5:13-15, amplification in brackets added.  


	“Here is reported of a wonderful appearance which Joshua experienced.  By Jericho he saw a Man with a bared sword.  He was Captain of the army of the Lord, which is the host of angels.  This was the Angel of the Lord, who was of [one] essence with God, the faithful Angel of the covenant, the Son of God who led Israel all the way from Egypt and from Sinai.  He will now with His heavenly host go before the army of Israel and help them in their victory over their enemies.  This is a title that is becoming to Christ to this day, because He is the Captain of the army of the Lord.  With his host of angels He camps about those that fear him, and fights for His Church against the world and evil.”  George Stoeckhardt, Wisdom for Today, Volume I, The Biblical History of the Old Testament, tr. the Rev. Arthur E. Beck, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, p. 160, amplification in brackets added.


	�St. Luke 2:8-14.  The Gloria in Exclesis in the Liturgy comes from this passage, namely, St. Luke 214, which again demonstrates that the Liturgy is nothing but God’s Word and, therefore, God’s Saving Grace weaved in our hearts, souls, and minds during every service.


	�St. Luke 2:13-14.


	�I Corinthians 15:3-4.


	�Roman 1:16-17.





	�“The Greek word for ‘answer’, as is universally accepted, has in forensic language become a technical term for ‘agreement’.  Contained in the original meaning of the word was the fact that the signing of an agreement began with the question:  ‘Do you solemnly promise?’  This was eventually lost in idiomatic usage so that by this word as legal expression the Greek came to think only of the legal stipulation itself.  And this meaning fits admirably in our passage, the only one in which the word is found in the New Testament.  Baptism is the stipulation, or, to say with Luther, ‘the covenant of a good conscience’ in relation to or with God.  Baptism cleanses the conscience from sin and its guilt, generates a good conscience which looks up to God joyfully and confidently, standing in union and communion with God.  On the basis of this passage from Peter we commonly speak of the baptismal covenant.  Cremer’s explanation keys in with this:  ‘The claim, the title, which a good conscience has to God.’”  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt, Lectures on the First Epistle of St. Peter, tr. Erwin W. Koehlinger, Ft. Wayne:  Concordia Theological Seminary Press, no date, pp. 165, 166.


	�I Peter 3:21.


	�St. Matthew 9:2.


	�Titus 3:4-7.


	�These blessings are the fruits of the Gospel which yield to all Christians in glory the Beatific (Blessed) Vision of God Christians will behold through eternity.  “Since eternal life consists in seeing God, only this beholding of God beatifies man.  While the believers in this life know God only through His Word, hence in an image ... , God reveals Himself to the blessed without image or veil, face to face, immediately .... .  Scripture distinctly teaches that this beholding of God is the cause of heavenly bliss, since such seeing will transfigure the believers both in soul and in body, the glory of God being reflected in them.  1 John 3:2:  ‘Beloved, now ... are we the sons of God, and it doth not year appear ... what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him ... ; for we shall see Him as He is.’  ...  We must remember that here on earth Christians, like Christ Himself, are woefully underrated. ... To keep up their courage and Christian morale, they follow the directions of Christ and fix their gaze on the eternal blessedness awaiting them in heaven. ...  Luther:  ‘We have the promise and hope of heaven, and the recompense and reward of our present misery will be so great that we shall rebuke ourselves severely for ever having dropped one tear or sigh on account of this contempt and ingratitude of the world.  Why, we shall say, did we not suffer even worse things?  I never would have believed that there could be such surpassing glory in eternal life; else I should not have so dreaded to suffer even much worse things.’”   The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III, pp. 550, 551, 555.













